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t may be a winter’s afternoon on the Italian Riviera.

I But like almost every day here, the sun shines brightly

on Santa Margherita Ligure. Reflections shimmer off

the candy-colored facades that line the town’s seafront
promenade. A couple of teenagers make the most of the
clement weather, splashing around in the beach’s shallow
waters. Nearby, two elderly ladies amble along with a plump
dachshund, all three bundled up in matching mufflers.
Laughter skims across the water from the deck of a small
sailboat, puffing its way out to sea on the back of the
afternoon breeze.

The scene is undeniably bewitching. There is little wonder
that this Ligurian resort has been a magnet for affluent
Italian holidaymakers for more than a century. Italy’s coastal
Liguria region has a volatile history, with Santa Margherita
Ligure beset by wave after wave of foreign invaders. Over
the past two millennia, the Romans, the Republic of Genoa,
Napoleon and the Kingdom of Sardinia have all previously
occupied the town.

Yet, the citizens of Santa Margherita Ligure are of
resilient stock — for the most part ignoring their ever-
changing overlords and retaining their own irrefutable
identity. That means that for centuries, this tiny village was
perhaps best known for its robust fishing fleet and their
famous hauls of gamberi rossi, or sweet prawns.

It was during the late 19™ century that the fate of the
picturesque town slowly began to change. Along the
5km seafront strip between Santa Margherita Ligure and
Portofino to the south — lapped by emerald green waves
and backed by fragrant Aleppo pines — sumptuous hotels
and private villas were constructed. This dazzling section
of coastline, nicknamed the Costa dei Delfini or “Dolphin
Coast” became a getaway for ltaly’s aristocrats. Santa
Margherita Ligure was soon attracting big international
names like Friedrich Nietzsche and Wassily Kandinsky.
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A statue of Santa Margherita Ligure’s most famous son,
Christopher Columbus (above). This historic Italian seaside town is
known for its pastel-colored buildings (opposite top). The ornate
Basilica of Santa Margherita Ligure (opposite bottom).
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A16"-century fortified castle in Santa Margherita Ligure overlooks

the sea. The town was frequently attacked by foreign invaders (top).
The Caffe del Porto bar and restaurant, one of the many excellent
eateries in town (above). (Opposite from top) The town has several
serene public squares, like Piazza Caprera; a market on a narrow alley.
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Scores of Stars it was the arrival of the train line to
Santa Margherita that sealed the deal. Elegance, combined
with accessibility, began to draw crowds to the resort just
after World War Il. Sun-dappled cafés and waterfront
restaurants flung open their doors, catering to well-heeled
visitors like Argentina’s former first lady Eva Perén.

From the 1950s, neighboring Portofino steadily began
to transform itself into a postcard-perfect getaway for the
internationally rich and famous. Frequent visitors included
Sophia Loren, Frank Sinatra and Brigitte Bardot.

Today, Santa Margherita Ligure still offers a taste of la
dolce vita. Flashy yachts may moor up in the town’s marina.
But, with the exception of those 21s'-century playthings, the
seafront scene has hardly changed in five decades. Burly
fishermen continue to pile up their daily catch — including
gamberi rossi — at the fish market opposite the port. Along
the promenade, palms and citrus trees billow in the breeze,
while children race around the monument celebrating
Liguria’s most famous son, Christopher Columbus.

Wander Santa Margherita Ligure’s medieval streets to

A AR ARSI 24 o] AR mhgol 5
2] 2A] 2k Al AR STk AR ol M = & =
THAT obgthE o] wh&e] 1 gk o] Wshr] A1z}
371 194171 DR G2 o ed Ber) Eelo]a
Fl2e e el i =E g AE rkEA| R e 2l e
HE E2E e o2 5P RN gk w3k E 5
22} 7§91 A o] £ Sollet. A Earel Sk o] ek ©fv]
2 PGARIES T2 vlo] Wy ghal F-2% o] w4 Bk
A oot ASGES] FEA7H T At} viEA el e 2l 7
gle] oRFThE: 7801 AA18] Ut B, o] A9 g
of HY o] Har|el Zej=gfs] YAk 2ialole] 71l nide]
WA 27) 22 AAAR] QA7 =2 St
A7} goliM B52 Bl & gl E3int. okl A
237 ZEFA S| A, ARl FEAE o] o' Rl E%)
o}, o] Al Fe o sl e A B e B 2
== [

22 ) olzalElule] GHIIGE offul 5.2 e

ry




At} vpe7elet 2l 7elE o17d sl
B 2718, A2 gl

%%Q%%ﬂﬂ&

esieh AFE
ﬂ?ﬂ%ﬂnéiﬁﬂﬂiﬂéﬁﬂﬁd7”7}%ﬂﬁ
5 FHFY Rolth} o] Adnirt dele g7 A of
Aoz 7 et 4217 Qo Solal okt A e 2
U5 Akgultel] ol x| w, Ak plaAele} 8] 77} e
37} I AEN A0 274 Ao
%aﬁﬂﬂid

2=

=
&)
o
G
o

o,
i)
&
X,

Ty

[o rlo

AL o

=
H Lo

o H

23 At} vlEA2] e

ﬂ 32 7(1-/&1 = &
l-}g— it} HlZE Ao =

ol 34 ok v

obiviet Yuke w2l

oo oW FEHA ke

il
ﬁ

N,
TS
P‘lL
(&l

i
oo
g
=
38,

e
;f

Ac)
e
i
),
o
i|>§
N,
rlo
2,
j=s)

Q

d
(R
to
bl &
=
e
=2
o X
s
N
f tg
o M=
[
g
59
__>II_’,4
e

off
o,
il
o)
2,
kil
19

Paye)

=30<]

-~

S AAARI 2BFEo] drhFe]
T BTl YERIAE W R A

[
o
2

o

L I
I
it
|
ki)
o)
b vy
o
lul

oic;
o
i)
kv)

Zoew)o) e} h2Ae)e el el A
ﬂ}ﬂﬂﬂ$m41%

oL

> 12
_>rL -10 fr Lo

]

il

¢
=
Jm

4L R
ol
N

_1>«
™

%%%% T1w£*5ﬂ4

b §-& Alofel| A gl &
A AFet “}Efﬂﬂli‘r gTeeM s 5o s WUEks
2hRgRol| 7k} of7]1A & 1934 0] HE01R] W A
= F)r_,—_r LE]LE] AF 7(4}\}0]] _O_a_ A EE]—H]_EQ] Aol e u(])—

ole) 2 B Ze) © wHiE)e] Fo] shwelul
e} ARl E} ) T HE 2Rl o]
algkdo] o] Solert. vh2ws) el VAg 7

FRE e 2E5o] o] ¥4 Ade] 4R 3

2 71ER] EvplE AR 7HE 2 BRT) e

o gt
@ &
< b
M Y B

% 0

rlo
£

X

2e 5 gl 1

AR BAA 7,

o=

AtefofE2IEr 2l a0l 2o o 5ZE0|E HoiEl Z2En|' o BTt
AR FIARE HEt2 oM HI2HE Z2 Tl OI?AIHKI Pi?’&é(%gﬁlolxl
21, 0f2H). O] X|2| Ut 47} HICHS ZY S 4= U= RIFO0 Ki2| L QUTHR.

(Opposite from top) Dining alfresco on a sunny day in Portofino,
located 5km south of Santa Margherita Ligure; a view of the lively,
colorful Portofino harborfront and old town from Castello Brown.
One of Portofino’s many private villas overlooking the sea (above).

take in Ligurian architecture, including palazzi decorated
with vast trompe-I'oeil frescoes. Sleepy backstreet piazzas
are home to bubbling fountains and ancient chapels. Tree-
lined Corso Matteotti hosts Friday morning’s open-air
produce market, while the Portofino Regional Park spills its
unspoilt way westwards from here.

Come summertime, nearby Portofino may continue to
be crowded with the world’s most impressive A-listers. Yet,
unlike other Mediterranean resorts, both Portofino and
Santa Margherita Ligure remain decidedly unshowy. You
are as likely to cross paths with a Hollywood actor as you
are to exchange pleasantries with a local fisherman.

To get a better sense of perspective, head north to nearby
Rapallo. Here you can hop aboard a 1934 cable car, which
shimmies its way up to the hilltop Sanctuary of Our Lady
of Montallegro. Panoramas sweep along the whole of the
gulf, taking in the coastline from Santa Margherita Ligure
to Portofino. The same backdrop once greeted Bardot and
Loren, Nietzsche and Kandinsky — and a score of other

stars since. & By Kathryn Tomasetti Photographs by Carlo Morucchio
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Stroll Through Antiquity
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Trace the area’s unique history from Roman times to the Renaissance

at the historical monuments of Santa Margherita Ligure.
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successive invasion lefta
legacy that lives on to this day.
Visitors may take in one historic
sight before crossing an

Chief among these is the Villa
Durazzo (www.villa durazzo.it).
This 16'"-century villa, now a
museum adorned with fine art,
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alfresco café terrace to the next.

English forests dotted with
Renaissance statues, it makes
for the ultimate wedding venue.
Guarding the villa from
seaborne invaders is the
Genoese Castle. It was builtin
1550 to ward off Saracen
attackers from North Africa.

Its towering stone walls now
shade art and cultural events,
which are held outdoorsin
summer. The nearby Basilica of
Santa Margherita di Antiochia is
far older. From its 13"-century
roots now rises a 17"-century
facade overlooking Piazza
Caprera. Awealth of paintings,
moldings and frescoes twinkle
beyond the two aisles.

Ahike from Santa Margherita
Ligure on the way to Portofino
lies the Cervara Abbey.
Generations of Benedictine
monks planted the gardens with
wisteria and jasmine, lemon
and bitter orange, sage and
thyme. Step inside to see a
vaulted ceiling supported by
striped marble columns.
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Portofino is an exclusive enclave on ltaly’s most cosmopolitan stretch of coast.
Sip Bellinis and spot stars at the venerable Hotel Splendido.
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Overlooking Portofino’s
picturesque harbor from
opposite perches, the
legendary Belmond Hotel
Splendido (www.belmond.
com/hotel-splendido-portofino)
and the Castello Brown (www.
castellobrown.com) are the
town’s most prestigious former
residences. Belmond Hotel
Splendido began life as a 16"-

century Benedictine monastery.

Decades of ransacking pirates
wore down the resident monks,
who eventually abandoned the
site. The edifice was converted
into a high-end hotel in 1902,
and was soon wooing the likes
of Sir Winston Churchill, Clark

Gable, Humphrey Bogart and
Marlon Brando. Today, the hotel
is just as popular with
celebrities, from Woody Allen to
George Clooney. Savor a plate
of Spaghetti alla Elizabeth
Taylor (with three types of
tomatoes) while star-spotting at
restaurant La Terrazza. In the
Cocktail Bar, head barman
Antonio Beccalli is as famed for
his flamboyant crooning as he is
for his Bellinis. On the cliff face
opposite, 14"-century Castello
Brown also overlooks
Portofino’s harbor and Old
Town. Purchased by British
consul to Genoa, Montague
Yeats Brown, in 1867, the
fortress was renovated into a
private home. In 1961, it was
acquired by the Portofino
Municipality and transformed
into amuseum. The castle’s
interior may be austere but the
Mediterranean garden, with its
climbing roses and sublime
vistas, make the steep hike
assuredly rewarding.
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The five villages of the Cinque Terre are lapped by the Ligurian Sea,
backed by organic vineyards and linked by a fragrant coastal path.
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The most naturally spellbinding
place in ltaly sits an hour south
of Santa Margherita Ligure.
The five villages of Cinque Terre
tumble into an azure Ligurian
Sea. This coastal strip has been
a UNESCO World Heritage

Site since 1997. The largest
settlement, Riomaggiore, is

the regional wine and dining
capital. Platters of calamari fritti
are served with wedges of local
citrus, then chased down with
Sciacchetra DOC from the
surrounding vineyards. The
village of Vernazza is equally
enchanting. Its pastel-hued
tower houses surround the
colorful boats inside the harbor.

Butitis Manarola that excites
the most. This Disney-like
castle redoubt crumbles
seaward from a staggering
height. However Cinque Terre’s
history is not all sunshine and
limoncello. The surrounding
mountains cut the villages off
from the prosperity of mainland
Italy. Tens of thousands
emigrated during the 19
century. Life was grindingly
poor. But this lonesome legacy
offers a far kinder sentiment
today. Village streets are atime
capsule of century old life. Skills
like weaving, fishing and wine
production are still done by
hand. Fortunately, these car-
free villages have been linked
by a 20km-long coastal path
since time immemorial. Even
more offbeat is the endless
hiking and biking tracks that
course through the vineyards
high above. The surrounding
seas have been preserved for
eternity as part of the Cinque
Terre Marine Protected Area.

KOREAN AIR NAVIGATION
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Santa
Margheri
Ligure

Portofino
Regional Park

Portofino
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Korean Air flies Incheon — Milan and Rome three times a week.
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o GETTING THERE Santa
Margherita Ligure lies 165km
south of Milan. Hourly trains
(www.trenitalia.com) glide
along the route, which takes in
stunning seafront vistas after
passing Genoa. Depending on
the service, journey time
ranges from two to three hours.
There is no rail connection
between Santa Margherita
Ligure and Portofino. For
visitors without their own
wheels, the 5km journey to
Portofino is accessible via a
20-minute coastal public bus
ride. Alternatively, hop aboard
the scenic 15-minute ferry
from Santa Margherita Ligure
(www.traghettiportofino.it).
However, it is also possible to
hike the coastal path between
the two resorts (approximately
an hour’s walk, passing the
small Paraggi Beach en route).

e WHERE TO STAY Visitors
can immerse themselves in
Santa Margherita’s history with
a stay at Grand Hotel Miramare
(www.grandhotelmiramare.it).
Owned by the Fustinoni family
since 1945, this early 20"-
century palazzo is perched on
Santa Margherita’s waterfront,
and is surrounded by oleander-
washed gardens.

2= Se nfEaf|
Grand Hotel Miramare

o WHERE TO EAT Fora
taste of fine Ligurian flavors,
head to Acqua Pazza (www.
claudiomodena.it). Here, chef
Claudio Modena puts his own
elegant twist on market fresh
gamberi rossi, or chestnut
mandilli pasta with pesto and
Ligurian Prescinseua cheese.

e WHAT TO SEE Just north of
Santa Margherita Ligure,
Circolo Golf e Tennis Rapallo’s
(www.golfetennisrapallo.it)
18 holes weave their way past
the 13""-century monastic ruins
of Monastero di Valle Christi.
The historic course has been
luring golf aficionados
since it opened in 1931.
Portofino Regional Park
(www.parcoportofino.it)
cloaks the peninsula on
which Santa Margherita
Ligure and Portofino are
located. Hikers will find
themselves in their element:
More than 80km of trails
criss-cross the regional park.
Various routes pass the
medieval Abbazia di San
Fruttuoso and take in Monte di
Portofino’s 610m peak.
AME 2el= @ StEI Ao R
Z2OlHIEtLIct,

More travel information is available
from (& HANJIN TRAVEL
www.kaltour.com
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